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Testimony in support of RSB 302 by Harold S Harris, Glastonbury, CT 860-633-5661 March 1, 2016
“Regulatory flexibility analyses of proposed regulations” provision:
Businesses should get three attempts (strikes) to comply with Government regulations.

Small businesses do not have the staff to keep up with the ever changing and expanding list of regulations. As a
result they can be surprised by fines and criminal penalties that hurt or destroy their business. These surprises can
come as the result of employee complaints, customer complaints, supplier complaints, neighbor complaints,
competitor complaints or regulator reviews. ‘

Strike one:

Business is notified of their non compliance to a regulation. The business is advised as to corrective action
necessary. No fines or punishment is given.

Strike two:

Corrective action is implemented. If a review determines that the corrective action is insufficient the business is
advised as to modification required. No fines or punishment is given.

Strike three:
If corrective action has not been satisfactorily implemented fines and punishment could be applied.

Examples:

#1 See attached articles from the Hartford Courant dated Aug. 2, 2013 “State Collects at Least $1M
yearly ....” and July 17, 2009 “Register or Else” : Example of how easy it is to be surprised by
requirements.

Companies did not know they needed to register. They were fined. From a small nonprofit build-a-bear
to Pratt and Whitney Material Management, inc. Note the difference in tone in the two articles.
Blumenthal and Bysiewicz vs. Jesen and Merrill.

#2 See State of Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection Bureau of Water Management
Planning & Standards Division, General Permit for the Discharge of Wastewater Associated with Food
Preparation Establishments : Example of alternate means of compliance.

A law that had been a requirement for new establishments was applied to existing establishments. The
four business owners that | knew in this industry learned of the law from their health inspectors in
November and December. They needed to be in compliance by July 31 the following year. They were
told that they need to install the grease trap described on page 8 (1). The estimated cost of this
installation was $8000.

After further discussing the project with their contractors my friends discovered that they could install a
unit described on page 10 (2). This unit cost $3,500. They were not informed of this option by the
government. But the inspector approved the solution after his review of the law. '

There are two other compliance methods Page 11 (3) and page 11 (4). My friends were not informed of
these options. They may have been in compliance with their existing grease traps. Thus no additional
cost.
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